H5978

Americans who serve their Nation in
the military. A retired Navy pilot who
flew 215 missions during his career
wrote to my office to stress that every
American should contribute to a solu-
tion, especially those in his income
bracket. The retired pilot now makes
over $250,000 a year in the private sec-
tor and is eager to do whatever he can
to help put the Nation back on track
fiscally.

The debt crisis impacts every Amer-
ican, and every American should con-
tribute to the solution. We are all in
this together. It is the wrong approach
to put the entire burden on those
struggling the most in the economic
downturn, such as the middle class, the
unemployed, or seniors.

I urge the committee members to
adopt a balanced approach to solving
our fiscal crisis.

———

CREATING JOBS THROUGH
COMMONSENSE SOLUTIONS

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, tonight
the President is going to be addressing
this Chamber, and the focus is going to
be on jobs. Frankly, I hope that the
President doesn’t give us an instant re-
play of the first 2 years of his adminis-
tration, where he tries to push more
stimulus spending that didn’t work,
where he tries to push more bailouts to
States that didn’t work. What we need
to focus on are commonsense solutions
that can bring us all together that will
actually be proven to create jobs.

If you look at some of the legislation
we’ve already passed out of the House,
just to get our people back to work, ex-
ploring for American energy could cre-
ate over 250,000 jobs. There are free
trade agreements for Panama, Colom-
bia, and South Korea sitting on the
President’s desk, trade agreements he
has refused to act on, that would cre-
ate over 350,000 American jobs.

There is bill after bill, but there is
regulation after regulation that is
holding back our ability to create jobs
as you talk to small business owners
across the country. The President even
acknowledged when he rolled back the
ozone standard that EPA is out of con-
trol.

We’ve got to roll back these crazy
regulations that are Xkilling jobs as
well. That’s the solution to this prob-
lem that will get our economy back on
track.

———
THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, Sunday
marks the 10th anniversary of one of
our Nation’s most tragic days. This
weekend, we remember and honor
those we lost and those they left be-
hind. In the days and months following
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these attacks, our Nation was in
mourning, but there was also hope as
we came together to build a stronger
country. This anniversary, let us re-
awaken that spirit.

Ten years ago, we stood on the Cap-
itol steps, Republicans and Democrats
alike, in a show of national unity and
resolve. The spirit of that moment was
only a tiny symbolic action dwarfed by
the enormous outpouring of kindness
and volunteerism across this Nation,
but it is one we clearly need to see
again. Let us once again channel the
strength we found in the aftermath of
9/11 and begin a new chapter in rebuild-
ing America.

————
TOGETHER AS A NATION
THROUGH NATURAL DISASTERS

OR ECONOMIC HARDSHIP

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as Hurricane
Irene roared through the East, central
New Jersey braced for the winds. Our
towns and homes were battered by the
winds and experienced even more dam-
age from the water. Our thoughts and
our efforts are with those people in-
jured and harmed, and our heartfelt
sympathy goes to those who lost loved
ones, including the family of Michael
Kenwood, a rescue worker who died on
duty.

Today, water is now coming back to
exact further vengeance with even
greater floods in some areas in New
Jersey. Many are helping, including
FEMA—yes, a government agency.
Whether it is a natural disaster, a ter-
rorist attack or economic hardships,
Americans pull together as a Nation. It
is unwise for anyone to suggest that
people are on their own to deal with a
natural disaster or to find work.

———

LET’S BUILD A STRONGER
AMERICA

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, our
unemployed are hurting, and America’s
infrastructure is crumbling. It would
seem morally indefensible and fiscally
irresponsible not to take the oppor-
tunity to help solve one problem by ad-
dressing the other.

The latest data from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics shows that 14 million
Americans are looking for jobs while
the total number of job openings is just
over 3 million. So if every single job is
miraculously filled overnight, there
would still be 11 million unemployed
Americans looking for work and need-
ing jobs. At the same time, all across
America, there is work that urgently
needs to be done. Our bridges, our
roads, our schools, and other infra-
structure are structurally deficient.

The two most important responsibil-
ities this Congress faces are Kkeeping
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Americans safe and helping to create
jobs. This is our chance to do both.
Let’s choose to build a stronger Amer-
ica through making it in America and
building it in America with American
workers.

——
THE AMERICAN WAY

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people sent us here to work to-
gether and are tired of the partisan
bickering and the finger-pointing. I
think it’s very important tonight, as
we listen to the President talk about
creating jobs, that we work together to
work with him; and I hope my Repub-
lican friends on the other side of the
aisle don’t summarily reject what the
President is saying just to play poli-
tics.

We need to create jobs in this coun-
try. Many years ago, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt decided that, in order to get
America back to work, he would create
infrastructure jobs from the govern-
ment. I think that is something that
we should do, and I hope the President
mentions it tonight. We have crum-
bling roads, crumbling bridges, and all
kinds of things that could put America
back to work.

Let’s not have a repetition of what
happened a month or so ago when
Standard & Poor’s downgraded the
United States in terms of finances.
Let’s work together. Let’s work with
our President. Let’s support him as he
tries to create more jobs.

Less finger-pointing, more working
together. That is the American way.

————
IT’S AS EASY AS ABC

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Tonight, our
President will speak to us and all
America and will call on Congress to
put America back to work and our
economy back on a stronger track to
recovery. House and Senate Democrats
have kept up a steady drumbeat for
jobs since we convened in January.

As our Democratic leader says, it’s as
easy as ABC—make it in America;
build our infrastructure; and focus on
community recovery, which so many
parts of our country desperately need
right now after tornadoes, storms,
floods and fires, with more storms to
come.

I support our President’s call to ac-
tion and ask all of my colleagues to do
the same, but I also hope that we in
Congress can make sure the jobs pack-
age we pass is big enough to do the job.
We are where we are now because we
listened to the deficit hawks and
agreed to a Recovery Act that was not
big enough to bring us out of the reces-
sion.
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Our constituents all over this coun-
try are hurting, and I really hope we
can put aside partisanship and put
them first. We can get an important
two-for because job creation is also def-
icit reduction. When we make sure our
fellow Americans can take care of their
families, we will also be making sure
America can begin to take care of its
debt.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY IS NOT A PONZI
SCHEME

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I spend a
lot of time at home talking to my sen-
ior citizens. On one of my visits home,
they gave to me a package of 25,000 sig-
natures, asking if I would pledge to
support Social Security. I want them
to know that I am going to pledge to
do that. I also want to say to them
that, yes, we need to make some
changes, but it is not a Ponzi scheme.
I want for them to understand that
those who get by keep food and shelter
because of Social Security. It is not a
Ponzi scheme.

Yes, we need to make some changes,
but do you know what, Mr. Speaker?
We just need to raise the cap. We don’t
need to say that it can’t be fixed, that
it’s broken. We need to raise the cap.
Again, I am going to say it is not a
Ponzi scheme. It is something that
hardworking Americans deserve when
they have finally retired after working
for 25 or 30 or 40 years. It is not a Ponzi
scheme.

——
O 1230

LET’S WORK TOGETHER AS
AMERICANS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Before I
begin, Mr. Speaker, I cannot help but
acknowledge that we are just days
away from memorializing those lost on
9/11, and I am reminded of that time
some 10 years ago and how this body
drew together.

I don’t know if our leadership has
thought of it, but I think it would be
more than appropriate if we went to
the steps of the Capitol and sang again
“God Bless America.” I hope we can do
that because we did that together.

Tonight, I hope we can be together as
the President commands the attention
of the American people. I hope we can
be together to lift up the concept of
Make It in America, rebuild America,
put our small businesses and inventors
and geniuses back to work. I hope we
can come together with the FAA reau-
thorization so Houston, Texas, won’t
lose $90 million in airport construction.

I hope that we can come together and
recognize that when we do a supple-
mental to help our friends with the
wildfires in Texas, my constituents,
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others, and LLOYD DOGGETT’s constitu-
ents and all in the northeast, that we
are coming together to place jobs. Mr.
Speaker, there is nothing more bipar-
tisan than putting America back to
work.

Thank you, Mr. President.

————

JOBS

(Mr. CLAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask
our friends in the majority to put their
country ahead of their party and join
us by enacting the Make It in America
jobs agenda.

Jobs is not a Democratic issue or a
Republican issue. Putting America
back to work is what we all should be
fighting for. When working families
hurt, America hurts, and what elevates
them lifts up the entire Nation.

We must pass without delay a reau-
thorization of the vital highway and
transit bill. We need to enact the Make
It in America agenda to strengthen our
manufacturing, technological, and in-
dustrial base.

We need to build up America’s infra-
structure by putting people to work,
rebuilding our roads, bridges, railways,
ports, schools and airports; and we
need to speed disaster assistance to
hard-hit communities without inject-
ing partisan politics into the process.

The time for political games is over
and the time for jobs is now.

e —

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 8, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 8, 2011 at 9:27 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ments H. Con. Res. 74.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ELECTING A CERTAIN MEMBER TO
A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Republican Conference, I send to
the desk a privileged resolution and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 395

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following
standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives:
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(1) COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS.—Mr.
SCHILLING.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2218, EMPOWERING PAR-
ENTS THROUGH QUALITY CHAR-
TER SCHOOLS ACT, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1892, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2012

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 392 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 392

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2218) to amend
the charter school program under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965. The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Education and
the Workforce. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. It shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education
and the Workforce now printed in the bill.
The committee amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute are
waived. No amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in part
A of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. (a) At any time after the adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1892) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for
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